
66th ANNUAL ENGLISH OPEN
January 26-30, 2011

I arrived in Manchester, England on Tuesday morning and found that there was no one there to pick me up.  This was upsetting in that I didn’t know where the hotel or venue was, except in the City of Sheffield so I couldn’t get my own transportation.  Airport personnel were most helpful and broadcast announcements seeking the person picking me up.  It turns out there are three terminals and he was in the wrong place.  I carry a table tennis racket when looking for a pick up and he said that was extremely helpful in locating me (once he was in the right terminal).  

On the ride to Sheffield we passed through some very steeply hilly terrain which was beautiful.  After a pleasant ride, we arrived at Jurys Inn in Sheffield which looked like an old hotel which had been remodeled.  The room had two beds – one double and one single.  Since I got there first I chose the double.
The officials’ meeting was well run and started on time.  There were 46 umpires at this event. It was pointed out that at a previous tournament an umpire had overslept and missed the meeting and was therefore ineligible to be evaluated.  It is very important to attend the officials’ meeting.

At the meeting we discussed some ITTF regulation changes:

1. A double hit is only a point if it is intentional.

2. No expedite can begin after 18 points have been scored (i.e., 9-9 or 10-8).
3. Both the umpire and assistant can warn for doubtful service.
4. At a Pro Tour event, players in the quarter finals onward must have their name on the back of their shirt.
The English Open has a long history dating back to 1921.  They had a very impressive program booklet which set forth some interesting facts.  The Pro Tour was founded in 1996 and the English Open was the inaugural event.  Winner of this first Pro Tour event was Kong Linghui.  Past champions of the English Open have included Victor Barna (5 times) from Hungary, Richard Bergmann, who was the champion 2 times representing Austria and 4 times representing England, Tibor Klampar from Hungary, Stellan Bengtsson (3 times) from Sweden, Istvan Jonyer from Hungary and last but not least Marty Reisman from the US in 1948.  The English Open has a speckled history of being played on and off to what is today a tournament offering $20,000 prize money for first place and $10,000 for second place and a total prize package of $172,000.

The venue was the English Institute of Sport – Sheffield (“EISS”) which featured a 1/8 mile indoor track where the infield was used to set up 12 tables for qualification rounds.  The lighting was very bright and cost the organizers $20,000 to install special lighting.  Unfortunately, it was almost impossible to see the table without glare which was especially difficult when umpiring doubles and trying to see the center line.  The tables were good and the nets were easy to adjust.
All matches were umpired by an umpire and assistant umpire.  Each match began with a formal march as prescribed in the Handbook, which made for a professional presentation.

The quarter final events used a 4 table configuration.  The semis and finals used a single table.

During warm ups I noticed that the hits off the Chinese rackets had a higher pitch than the hits from other players.  The Chinese must be doing something to their rackets to make them faster.

Among the officials the tournament was referred to by some as the China Open because the 6 male Chinese competitors were seeded 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 and had world rankings of 3, 4, 5, 7, 9 and 14.  
In the quarter finals Wang Hao (China) def. Oh Sing Eun (Korea); Ma Lin (China) def. Ryu Sueng Min (Korea); Wang Liqin (China) def. Xu Xin (China); Chen Qi (China) def. Gao Ning (China).
In the semi finals Ma Lin def. Wang Hao and Chen Qi def. Wang Liqin.

In the finals, Chen Qi (world ranking #14) took out Ma Lin expeditiously 11-5, 11-4, 11-13, 14-12, 11-4.
The event was well attended.  I believe there were about 2,000-3,000 spectators on the final day.

The English participants were quite excited about being the host country for the upcoming Olympics and being part of the preparation and presentation for the Games.
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